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1.

INTRODUCTION

This page is part of Section 3 – External auditor report 2017/18
The following matters have been raised to draw items to the attention of Endon with Stanley Parish Council. These matters came to the
attention of Mazars LLP during the review of the Annual Governance and Accountability Report (AGAR) for the year ended 31 March
2018. This report must be presented alongside the AGAR to a full meeting of the smaller authority for review.
The review of the annual return may not disclose all shortcomings of the systems as some matters may not have come to the attention
of the auditor. For this reason, the matters raised may not be the only ones that exist.

Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of the annual return, in our opinion the information in
the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause
for concern that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met.
The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 require that the period of public rights covers 30 working days including the
first 10 working days of July. In 2017 this requirement was not met but the Council has answered yes to the assertion on public
rights in the Annual Governance Statement. In future the Council needs to put in place arrangements to ensure that it can meet
its statutory obligations in respect of public rights and answers no in the Annual Governance Statement where this has not been
achieved.
The Council has not fully implemented recommendations made in 2016/17 internal and / or external audit reports. The Council
answered yes to the relevant assertion in the 2017/18 Annual Governance Statement, claiming it has taken appropriate action in
respect of audit reports. However, whilst it correctly included council tax support grant as other receipts rather than precept for
2017/18 it did not restate the 2016/17 figures to correct this misclassification. In future, the Council should ensure that
appropriate action in response to audit recommendations is taken within a reasonable time.
The Council has declined to correct the following errors at Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return so the
No otherGovernance
matters came
our attention Return has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices:
Annual
andtoAccountability
-

In 2017, the Council Tax Support Grant was erroneously included within the precept at Box 2 rather than other receipts at
Box 3. This should have been restated to reflect the precept being in line with information from the billing authority.
Fixed assets at Box 9 was incorrect because the assets were valued including reclaimable VAT, rather than net purchase
cost.

In 2018/19 the Council should ensure that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is prepared in accordance with
proper practices.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the smaller authority:
Not applicable.

For and on behalf of Mazars LLP
Date: 15 August 2018
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